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of trying it ! From a painful Predecessor of mine, I collect, rummaging among his dismal Paper-masses, the following Three Fragments, worth reading here :
1°. 'Friedrich was as busy, in tlioso Years, us in the generality of his life ; and his actions, and salutary conquests over difficulties, wore many, profitable to Prussia and to himself. Very well worth keeping in mind. But not fit for History; or at least only fit in the summary form; to bo delineated in little, with large generic strokes, — if we hud the means ;— such details belonging to the Prussian Antiquary, rather than to tho English Historian of Friedrich in our day. A happy Ten Years of time. Perhaps the time for Montesquieu's aphorism, " Happy tho People whoso Annals are blank in History-Books ! " Tho Prussian Antiquary, had ho once got any image formed to himself of Friedrich, and of Friodricli'H History in its human lineaments and organic sequences, will glean many memorabilia in those Years : which his readers then (and not till then) will be able to intercalate in their places, and gob human good of. But alas, while there is no intelligible human image, nothing of lineaments or organic sequences, or other than a jumbled mass of Historical Marino-Stores, presided over by Dryasdust and Human Stupor (unsortcd, unlabelled, tied-up in blind sacks), tho very Antiquary will have uphill work of it, and his readers will often turn round on him with a gloomy expression of countenance.
2°. ' Friedrich's Life, — little as he expected it, that day when lio started-up from his ague-fit at Reinsberg, and grasped tho (lory Opportunity that was shooting past, — is a Life of War. Tho ehUif memory that will remain of him is that of a King and man who fought consummately well. Not Peace and the Muses ; no, that in denied him, — though lie was so unwilling, always, to think it denied ! Hut his Life-Task turned-out to be a Battle for Silesia. It consists of Thrco grand Struggles of War. And not for Silesia only ;— unconsciously, for what far greater things to his Nation and to him !
'Deeply unconscious of it, they were passing their "Trials," his Nation arid he, in the great Civil-Servicc-Examination Hall of this Universe: "Are you able to defend yourselves, then; and to hang together coherent, against the whole world and its incoherences and rages?" A question which has to be asked of Nations, before they oan be recognised as such, and bo baptized into the general commonwealth ; they are mere Hordes or accidental Aggregates, till Hint Question come. Question which this Nation had long been getting ready for ; which now, under this King, it answered to the satisfaction of gods and men : "Yes, Heaven assisting, we can stand on our defence ;